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effort and found out whether I really was too weak to hold
my own in the rough and tumble."

He was admitted to membership and after a year's
association had so held his own as to become on good terms
with enough of his fellow members to win their nomination
for member of the Assembly, or lower branch of the Legis-
lature, in spite of the fact that he had been an open oppo-
nent of their machine methods and had fought a losing
fight with them on more than one occasion. There was no
doubt in their minds about his anti-machine sentiments or
about his inflexible determination to uphold them at any
and all times. In fact, they obtained fresh light on the
subject as soon as he was nominated. The Assembly dis-
trict included sections of Fifth and Sixth Avenues, and the
party leaders thought at first they would take him on a
personal canvass through the liquor saloons along Sixth
Avenue. The canvass ended with the first saloon. The
candidate was introduced with proper solemnity to the
proprietor, who was an important political personage, and
who began to catechize him as a suppliant for favor. When
he said that he expected Eoosevelt as member to treat the
liquor interests fairly, he got a rather sharp reply that all
interests would be treated fairly, and when he added that
he regarded existing licenses as too high he got in response
an assurance that the candidate did not consider them high
enough and would endeavor to have them made higher.
The interview at this point assumed so stormy an aspect
that the candidate was withdrawn by his backers on a plea
of pressing engagements elsewhere, and no other saloons
were visited, it being explained to him that he would better
confine his energies to his friends in Fifth Avenue and
leave to others the burdens of the canvass in Sixth Avenue.

These details of the first steps of Eoosevelt in political
life are given as throwing important light upon his subse-
quent career, for they disclose the same characteristics that
he displayed in all its later stages.

He was successful in the election, and in January, 1882,
took his seat in the Legislature a new man in politics,